
 

Great Britain Championships 2014 
IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL ATTENDING THIS YEAR 

 
It is a sad situation when organisers of a major Irish Dancing Championship have to 
resort to advising Teachers, Parents, Dancers and others, who intend coming to this 
year’s event, to behave themselves whilst on the centre, ironically  we have to do so 
this year.  
 
The Management and staff at Butlins, have advised the Regional Council, in previous 
years they have experienced unacceptable behaviour on the part of those attending 
the Championships, and it has now been made very clear that if there is no 
improvement this year, we will lose this venue. This behaviour includes drunkenness, 
fighting, underage drinking on the part of children, as well as abuse and assault on 
Butlins staff. Some of this behavior occurred last year, with 3 of our ‘dancing 
community’ required to leave the site. 
 
Clearly this behaviour has brought disgrace upon the reputation of the Irish Dancing 
community as a whole, not to mention individuals and must STOP! 
 
The Craic is always to be enjoyed when we come together to enjoy dancing 
competitions, but it seems for a minority the Great Britain has developed into one 
great party from start to finish, with many of those involved ignoring the dancing, or 
appearing to, in favour of enjoying themselves at any cost. 
 
On behalf of the Regional Council I implore you all to enjoy yourselves, but within 
reason, look after the children, don’t allow them to run wild, or drink alcohol and get 
into trouble.  Adults must be responsible for themselves and those with them, 
certainly when in and around the bars and centre at night time. 
 
Unlike previous years, if anyone is rejected from the Butlins Centre by their staff due 
to their behaviour, the Regional Council will not intervene as in previous years, on 
behalf of the individuals and their schools, dancers etc….  If rejection from the site 
and no readmission is the only way people will learn, then this has to be done. 
 
Please enjoy the wonderful spectacle of dancing that awaits you in Butlins, enjoy the 
Craic and company of friends, but think about the impact you have on others, and do 
not be one who will be put out of the Centre in the middle of the night, in disgrace. 
 
 
Seán Hennigan 
Chairman 
Southern England Regional Council 

 


